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Table 2. Live births by age of mother, live-birth order, and race of mother: United States, 2001 

[Live-birth order refers to number of children born alive to mother] 

Age of mother 

Live-birth order and All Under 15-19 years 
race of mother ages 15 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 

years Total 15 16 17 18 19 years years years years years years years 
years years years years years 

All races .......................... 4,025,933 7,781 445,944 20,150 45,367 79,807 126,361 174,259 1,021,627 1,058,265 942,697 451,723 92,813 4,844 239 

1st child ........................... 1,594,954 7,614 349,743 19,268 41,472 68,241 98,653 122,109 468,447 376,247 271,596 100,701 19,380 1,154 72 
2d child ........................... 1,308,748 132 79,446 757 3,453 10,196 23,448 41,592 351,949 363,743 340,023 146,291 25,938 1,164 62 
3d child ........................... 675,748 4 12,958 22 212 929 3,317 8,478 143,255 198,094 194,844 106,196 19,540 813 44 
4th child .......................... 263,242 3 1,692 1 12 63 351 1,265 41,418 76,435 79,868 51,488 11,775 534 29 
5th child .......................... 95,640 - 190 5 - 7 41 137 10,054 26,216 30,068 22,491 6,250 355 16 
6th child .......................... 38,436 - 17 - - - 5 12 2,330 9,063 12,686 10,556 3,576 200 8 
7th child .......................... 17,216 - 4 - 1 - - 3 518 3,262 5,733 5,485 2,064 149 1 
8th child and over ........... 18,161 - 2 - - - - 2 176 1,713 4,913 6,980 3,929 442 6 
Not stated ....................... 13,788 28 1,892 97 217 371 546 661 3,480 3,492 2,966 1,535 361 33 1 

White ............................... 3,177,626 4,095 318,563 12,584 30,510 56,098 91,284 128,087 779,529 850,343 777,294 368,816 74,856 3,936 194 

1st child ........................... 1,259,698 3,997 253,947 12,040 28,173 48,612 72,711 92,411 369,796 307,860 224,370 82,773 15,931 965 59 
2d child ........................... 1,051,422 76 54,299 454 2,046 6,604 15,985 29,210 272,320 299,410 284,130 119,205 20,945 985 52 
3d child ........................... 535,772 3 7,860 12 116 553 1,957 5,222 102,060 158,157 163,007 88,218 15,786 648 33 
4th child .......................... 200,992 3 862 1 5 32 168 656 25,885 56,866 65,028 42,484 9,428 413 23 
5th child .......................... 68,913 - 91 3 - 6 22 60 5,346 17,517 22,912 17,815 4,931 286 15 
6th child .......................... 26,563 - 10 - - - 4 6 1,116 5,328 8,939 8,180 2,826 157 7 
7th child .......................... 11,487 - 1 - - - - 1 217 1,693 3,766 4,056 1,637 116 1 
8th child and over ........... 12,031 - 2 - - - - 2 98 795 2,798 4,903 3,093 339 3 
Not stated ....................... 10,748 16 1,491 74 170 291 437 519 2,691 2,717 2,344 1,182 279 27 1 

Black ............................... 606,156 3,455 110,843 6,881 13,183 20,778 30,516 39,485 199,221 137,400 94,660 49,065 11,001 495 16 

1st child ........................... 226,781 3,394 82,823 6,569 11,771 17,101 22,385 24,997 75,958 33,344 20,450 8,901 1,821 88 2 
2d child ........................... 178,091 49 22,241 278 1,279 3,244 6,627 10,813 66,880 43,050 29,124 13,902 2,744 97 4 
3d child ........................... 107,910 1 4,593 10 89 339 1,229 2,926 36,127 31,663 21,721 11,397 2,321 83 4 
4th child .......................... 50,244 - 764 - 5 29 171 559 13,931 16,234 11,117 6,497 1,623 75 3 
5th child .......................... 21,954 - 91 2 - 1 18 70 4,297 7,327 5,628 3,576 986 49 -
6th child .......................... 9,678 - 6 - - - 1 5 1,108 3,147 2,981 1,833 574 28 1 
7th child .......................... 4,616 - 3 - 1 - - 2 270 1,351 1,532 1,134 305 21 -
8th child and over ........... 4,752 - - - - - - - 70 776 1,695 1,583 577 49 2 
Not stated ....................... 2,130 11 322 22 38 64 85 113 580 508 412 242 50 5 -

American Indian 1 ........... 41,872 145 7,939 357 863 1,475 2,257 2,987 14,071 9,878 6,190 2,940 674 34 1 

1st child ........................... 14,639 139 6,018 342 784 1,261 1,682 1,949 5,177 1,949 944 339 69 3 1 
2d child ........................... 11,619 5 1,587 15 72 192 496 812 4,975 2,882 1,482 562 123 3 -
3d child ........................... 7,560 - 260 - 3 14 62 181 2,653 2,465 1,436 623 119 4 -
4th child .......................... 3,989 - 29 - - 1 3 25 896 1,431 1,017 504 102 10 -
5th child .......................... 1,896 - 2 - - - - 2 213 664 564 367 85 1 -
6th child .......................... 974 - - - - - - - 53 280 360 226 50 5 -
7th child .......................... 480 - - - - - - - 13 97 194 133 41 2 -
8th child and over ........... 479 - - - - - - - 4 50 166 173 80 6 -
Not stated ....................... 236 1 43 - 4 7 14 18 87 60 27 13 5 - -

Asian or Pacific Islander 200,279 86 8,599 328 811 1,456 2,304 3,700 28,806 60,644 64,553 30,902 6,282 379 28 

1st child ........................... 93,836 84 6,955 317 744 1,267 1,875 2,752 17,516 33,094 25,832 8,688 1,559 98 10 
2d child ........................... 67,616 2 1,319 10 56 156 340 757 7,774 18,401 25,287 12,622 2,126 79 6 
3d child ........................... 24,506 - 245 - 4 23 69 149 2,415 5,809 8,680 5,958 1,314 78 7 
4th child .......................... 8,017 - 37 - 2 1 9 25 706 1,904 2,706 2,003 622 36 3 
5th child .......................... 2,877 - 6 - - - 1 5 198 708 964 733 248 19 1 
6th child .......................... 1,221 - 1 - - - - 1 53 308 406 317 126 10 -
7th child .......................... 633 - - - - - - - 18 121 241 162 81 10 -
8th child and over ........... 899 - - - - - - - 4 92 254 321 179 48 1 
Not stated ....................... 674 - 36 1 5 9 10 11 122 207 183 98 27 1 -

- Quantity zero.
1 Includes births to Aleuts and Eskimos. 

NOTE: Race and Hispanic origin are reported separately on birth certificates. In this table all women (including Hispanic women) are classified only according to their race; see Technical notes. 




